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i  a  nattier  ne  Fooled 
A  Hundred  Times  .  . 

SSiSSs 

^iH£3!!  Sassab 

nev.  suu  Concerned  relaxed  in  stuff.  If  you  had  a  little  as  i 

^  could 

iE^SES 

p**tor  Concerned  walked 
^hS2££?15S?r,ta‘  the  lot  and  looted  in  the  car 

*  young  woman,  gently  mo 
last  Friday.  And  all  the  food  bas-  lay  on  the  back  seat  wraimei 

-*  Zr'SZZZ  L* 

finwr^thTtM  Wll^SliS!  i3nd  how  she’d  m*ie  it  that  Unr. 
UhMDect^dn^L^J  'hUCh  ’n,e  tr«*«w  of  the  minii 

H"*****""  pre—ed  ln  *“» tand  “*  association  had  already  left 

so  there  was  no  chance  of  gel 

k^hprnrJ^°»^lII’h.h!1  check  fr<*n  him  So  althou 
knewher  pnde  would  be  hurt  if  he  realised  some  ministers  are 

"•  ,  touch,  the  pastor  opens 

bm,0,d  and  CSi  I 

on  theneighborhood ,  and  eye"  the  pec  ted 's  *26  bill  The 
telephone  lay  hushed,  as  if  in  de-  barely  thanked  him  before 
'??**  ^  the_m**'caJ  approach  ing  in  the  car  and  driving  of 
of  Christinas  Day.  such  a  fury  that  the  tires  sk 

Just  then,  an  old  trap  of  a  car  on  the  new-fallen  snow.  A 
drove  up  in  the  parking  lot  Rev.  they  sped  away,  the  girl  puli 
Concerned  could  easily  hear  if,  a  pillow  hidden  in  her  lap,  gr 
since  it  had  no  muffler.  Between  at  the  preacher,  and  sho 
groans  and  wtieeses,  it  backfired  “Have  a  good  Christ 
a  couple  of  times.  ~  sucker!” 

The  driver,  a  disheveled  youth  ^ev  Concerned  didn't  i 
of  about  a,  asked  Rev.  Concerned  wtoto  be  angry  with— the  e 
for  help.  “My  wife’s  in  the  back  whohad  tooled  him,  or  himsc 
seat,  sick  and  pregnant.  We're  beta*  fooled  “That's  what 
broke,  trying  to  reach  her  parents  pen*  when  you  let  yoursel 
by  nightfall.  Their  family  doctor’s  c*rri*d  «w«y  with  dramas 
agreed  to  deliver  the  baby  without  ‘No  Room  at  the  Inn  '  ”  h« 
charge.  Preacher,  we  ain’t  got  no-  Wmaelf. 
thing  ”  “I  guess  the  skeptics  are 

Rev.  Concerned  offered  to  take  ‘ 

them  to  the  Tinyburg  Cafe  right  XmSar 

then  for  a  hot  naeal.  The  minute-  hu^drJFJLL? 

rial  association,  thru  its  fund  for  tte 

transients,  had  a  standing  ar-  1* b 

rangement  at  the  cafe  and  Bob's  Si*  S 

M“”  —  ‘“I  SuSATmiSgl 

the  Illinois  Baptist  Used  by 
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aptisms  Rise 


Statistics  Show  Baptists 

-  x 


ness  training,  and  better  revival  prep¬ 
aration.” 

(Continued  on  page  2) 


TVu  89,803  to  this  year’s  91,118. 

Besides  the  church  program  areas, 
the  church  missions  organizations  re¬ 
gistered  increases  in  enrollment. 
Woman’s  Missionary  Union  rose  841 
thU  year  from  51,191  to  51,742.  And 
Brotherhood  ( men  and  boy’s  organiza¬ 
tions)  rose  by  2,091  to  25,872  from 
23,581. 

Directors  of  the  various  Mississippi 
--“-.I  Board  offices 
which  receive  the  figures  and  which 
offer  training  to  churches  and  asaecia- 
— —  —  “ — i  various  program  and 
misskms  areas,  offered  comments  on 
the  reasons  for  growth  when  other  de¬ 
nominations  are  suffering  losses  in 

Roy  Collura,  evangelism  depart- 


1978-79. 

Total  membershipof  the  1942report- 


tagchurches  U  up  7,4B  to  820,205  in  Baptut  Convention 
1979-80,  from  812,713  in  78-79. 

Baptisms,  which  reflects  conver-  — , . . r  . 

siona  to  Christianity,  both  children  and  tions  in  these 
adults,  registered  an  increase  of 
nearly  2,000.  The  197930  figures  are 
17,880,  up  1,931  from  the  15,749 of  78-79.  _ _ 

Sunday  School  enrollment,  which  membership 

often  provides  —  — “ - *  *  - —  - 

growth  in  mei 

Remembering  Thirty 
Jerusalem  Christmases 

D  U****3'  The  church  was  and  still  is  located  in 

"Nsteisryto  Israel  the  heart  of  the  newer  Jewish  section 

Jmsaleai  —  My  first  Christmas  in  of  Jerusalem.  As  Christmas  ap- 
Jerusalem  was  in  1989.  I  had  just  proached  in  1948  our  Jewish  neighbors 
p-aduated  from  the  University  of  Ok-  would  meet  me  in  the  street  and  say 
lahoma  in  January  of  that  year  and  ‘Soon  it  will  be  Christmas  for  you’ 
come  to  Palestine,  as  Irani  was  called  won’t  it?"  My  wife  Margaret  and  I  had 
inthosedays,  to  learn  a  bit  of  Hebrew  decided  early  in  October  that  we  would 
In  preparation  for  study  at  the  theolog-  not  need  to  make  much  of  the  ceiebra- 
icalseminary.  tions  since  we  were  one  of  the  few 

3SKSJrm'’  ■*  “» 

^“S^ifXizsrs  j£:sii£ij; 

Bethlehem  Only  six  miles  actually.  you  imrith  me  to  your  Christmas  celeb- 

The  ancient  Church  of  the  Nativity,  rations?"  What  could  we  say’  We  had 
most  of  it  in  the  control  of  the  Greek  to  make  quite  a  bit  of  Christmas  Our 
Orthodox  Church,  was  largely  empty  Jewish  neighbors  demanded  it! 

The  Greek  Orthodox  celebrate  David,  our  oldest  child  then  three 
Christmas  on  January  8th.  But  right  years  old.  had  a  little  red  inowsuit,  so 
next  door  is  the  Roman  Catholic  (la-  we  made  him  Santa  Claus  and  he 
on)  Church  and  it  was  crowded  with  thoroughly  enjoyed  toddling  over  to 
pilgrims  and  candles  It  was  all  very  the  Christmas  tree  in  the  big  liviiw 
spectacular,  with  gold  and  white  or-  room  at  the  church  and  distributuw 
Mt®oe“  and  the  air  heavy  with  in-  the  presents.  Denote  was  almost  two 
cense.  We  crowded  in  with  the  mob  of  and  Barbara  not  yet  one.  Margaret 


I  "No,  preacher,  what  we  need's 

FMB  Saves  Millions 
By  Congress’  Action 

^WASHINGTON— Taking  dramatic  under  an  agreement  preventim 
eleventh  hour  action,  the  U.  S  Senate  tional  amendments  or  a  rote  ca 
and  House  of  Representatives  passed  That  crucial  parliamentary  mai 


Ye  Are  The  Light  5f  The  World” 


charitable  workers. 

The  President,  who  has  supported 
the  measure,  was  expected  to  sign  it 
quickly 

Approval  of  the  provision,  supported 
by  a  bi-partisan  group  of  lawmakers, 
came  during  an  unusual  Saturday  aes- 
sion  with  both  houses  of  Congress. 

Dec.  13.  Passage  in  both  the  Senate 
and  House  was  swift  and  unanimous, 
yet  the  ease  with  which  final  approval 
came  belied  an  intensive  struggle  in 

the  Senate  over  whether  the  measure  .  .  _ _ _ _ _ 

would  come  to  the  floor  for  action  be  explained  in  full  for  'Mississippi 

Senator  Robert  T.  Byrd.  (D.-W  Va. )  Baptists  during  interpretation  rtinips 
Senate  Majority  Leader,  after  days  of  the  week  of  Jan  2830, 1111  These  ln- 
trytng.  nieceeded  in  calling  up  the  bill  terpreUtion  clinics  are  for  pastors 
containing  the  tax  exclution  provision  -  other  church  staffers  and  youth  lead 


Interpretation 
Clinics  Set  - 

Spiritual  growth  for  youths  is  the 
aim  of  a  newly  developed  series  called 
“Diacipielife”  to  be  used  during  the 
Sunday  evening  Church  Training  hour 
in  Southern  Baptist  churches 


These  eight  dUcs  will  take  place  all 
•cross  Mississippi,  and  will  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  "How  to  Plan  a 
Yoith  Week"  conferences  Each  dkiic 
begins  at  7  p.m 

The  dates  and  places  far  the  clinics 
are  Jan.  18:  First  Church.  Cold  water 
and  West  Jackson  Street  Church, 
Tupelo;  Jan.  27:  First  Church,  Green¬ 
ville.  and  First  Church.  West  Point; 
Jan.  29:  Eaathaven  Church,  Brook  hs 
ven,  and  Grace  Memorial  Church. 
Gulfport;  and  Jan.  30:  Van  Winkle 
Church,  Jackson,  and  Highland 
Church,  Laurel 

Church  Training  magazine  de¬ 
scribes  “Diacipielife  Celebration" 
which  Is  the  youth  Church  Training 
hour,  as  centering  in  on  the  small 
group  training  experience  This  con¬ 
cept  was  developed  by  the  Sunday 
School  Board  and  Home  Mission 


Bible  Study  Is 
Youth  Feature 


The  1990  Youth  Evangelism  Confer¬ 
ence  takes  place  Dec.  29-30  at  the  Mis- 
siasippi  College  Coliseum  in  din  ton 
(The  Baptist  Diary  had  listed  the  site 
as  Broedmoor  Church  in  Jackson  ) 
All  youths  and  their  lenders  Me  in¬ 
vited  for  the  program  which  includes 
Bible  study,  witness  training,  and 
musical  concerts. 

Although  pre-registration  is  wel¬ 
comed  by  writing  Evangelism  de¬ 
partment,  Box  5)0  Jackson,  Miss 
39295.  it  is  not  necessary  to  pre- 
register  to  be  able  to  attend.  The  fee 
far  all  participants  is  83  to  cover  a  syl- 


wesi  Jerusalem  Baptist  Church  This  the  city  and  Jordanian  soldiers  stood 

Conference 
To  Dig  Into 
Doctrines 

The  annual  Miasiaaippi  Baptist 
Evangelism/Bible  Conference  will 
delve  deep  into  Baptist  doctrine. 

This  meeting,  Feb.  2-4  at  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Hattiesburg,  will  feature 
doctrine  studies  in  10  mas  with  con 
(areas  abie  to  attend  any  two  Plus,  two 
sessions  will  deal  with  evangelism 

The  doctrine  and  evangelism  studies 
will  be  on  Feb.  3  from  10  30a.m  -noon; 
and  will  be  repealed  that  day  from 
3-4.48  pun. 

W  Douglas  Hudgins,  pastor 


M _  T  t  - rr —  ■  —  -wmmm  ncvuuii  wiiu  lilts, 

of  no-man  s-land  Wester  "our  commitment 

We  started  Riling  up  oar  car  and  a  to  our  partners  in-missions  retation- 
u”.or  two  •"d  taking  our  church  ship  with  California  and  our  newly 
people**  ot  Kibbutz  Ramat  Rachel,  made  commitment  to  a  similar  reia- 
just  four  miles  from  Bethlehem,  and  tionahip  with  Argentina.  Paraguay 


nstmas 


a  typewriter  Si  vi  office  on  the  second  floor, 
oad  /  played  a  biUimg  machine  pleasingly 
in  a  New  Orltane  high  riot  tqnrtment  hotel 
where  1  lived  on  the  frmrioenth  floor 

aad  traveled  an  elevator  heme  from  work  l  ate  well  down*  Hurt,  and  Si  the , 

lebhy  woe  a  Christinas  tree 

tf  great  magnitude,  twinkling  tender  white  ” 

with  plash  Itmbt  like  angel  wings  all  velvety 

Outride.  Si  the  warm  night,  //lowed  with  shoppers  on  a  bos  down  Canal1 
Strett  to  scenes  ef  Christmas  I 

My  heart  melted  as  from  the  rooftop  came  caroling  tong.  | 

and  then  the  story  Jeeut  wat  read  from  the  Bible  , 

But  out  on  the  neutral  ground,  eomethmg  woe  wrong! 

On  the  pavement.  hit  by  a  car  they  said,  a  woman  lay 
•HU,  pale,  quiet,  holy,  aeleep.  In  untold  grief  ' 

/  pulled  onto  a  hue  nearby  out  rode  away.  i 

An  old  man  betide  me  remarked.  'How  I  with  my  son 
coaid  tear  that  nwttoge  about  Jetut."  "Why  cen  t  he  - 


angels.  Gus  Merritt,  pastor  of 
Clarke- Venable  Baptist  Cfeorch.  De¬ 
catur,  win  speak  on  aatan;  and  Hardy 
Denham,  pastor  of  First  Baptist 
Church,  Newton,  will  speak  on  de¬ 
lta  doctrine  of  man  study  will  be  led 
by  James  Yates,  pastor  of  First  Bap^ 
tiat  Church.  YatooOty;  sin  by  JohnE 
Bamaa,  Jr. ,  pastor  af  Main  Street  Bap¬ 
tist  Church.  Hattiesburg;  and  the 
church  by  J.  Roy  McComb.  pastor  of 


Bruce  Cherubs  Sing  Of  Baby  Jesus 

Fint  (Suite.  Bruce.  pessontiO  i  ChrWmee  program  Happy  Birthday.  Baby  stout 


Mississippi  Baptists  have  a  part 
in  the  tape  network's  develop 
meat.  The  Convention  Board's 
1*1  budget  has  a  CO  OOO  ham  as 
Mississippi's  shaiVtn  tape -pro¬ 
duction  costs  for  1*1. 

Several  departments  of  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention 
Board  are  producing  methods 
tapes  that  will  be  shared  with  the 
network. 


FMB  Saves  Millions 


Ad  Hoc  Committee  Forms 
SBC- Wide  Video  Network 


(Continued  from  page  1)  monstrates  the  valu*  of  prayer, 

saved  the  bill  H.R.  49*  from  becoming  teamwork,  and  persevering  to  the 
a  “Christmas  Tree”  to  which  other  tax  end,"  Parks  said.  "And  R  shows  again 
related  amendments  could  be  pro-  that  missions  Is  what  pulls  Southern 
psasd  and  debated  on  the  floor.  Baptists  together,  especially  when  the 
Passage  of  the  tax  exclusion  lan-  chips  are  down.” 

Parks  paid  special  tribute  to  editors 
>rseas  U1  Baptist  state  newspapers  for  in- 
jt—ji  forming  Southern  Baptists  of  the  need 
in  supporting  the  tax  measure.  “They 
again  have  demonstrated  the  value  of 


guage  came  only  two  days  before  the 
final  deadline  for  payment  of  1979 

taxes  by  employees  of  ovei - 

charitable  organisations.  Hie  Ini _ 

Revenue  Service  had  twice  extended 
the  original  deadline  for  payment  an¬ 
ticipating  that  Congress  might 
reinstate  the  exclusion 

In  the  case  of  the  Foreign  Mission 
Board  approval  means  the  saving  of  fl 

million  annually.  The  first  payment  of  .  ,,  ^ 

nearly  $1  million  would  have  been  due  Lnsman  Moves  To 
Dec.  IS.  Then  another  similar  pay¬ 
ment  due  June  IS,  1*1.  If  Congress  had  South  Carolina 
failed  to  act  But  passaged  the  mea-  ooum  Vjdr°llna 
sure  also  benefits  many  other  charita-  COLUMBIA,  S.C.  (BP)  —  Larry 
hie  organizations,  both  church  related  Crisman,  associate  director  of  public 
and  secular,  which  maintain  person-  relations  for  the  Southern  Baptist  An¬ 
no!  abroad.  Estimate*  of  savings  to  all  nuity  Board  in  Dallas,  has  been  named 
such  groups  range  as  high  as  $25  mill-  director  of  public  relations  for  the 
ion  annually.  South  Carolina  Baptist  Convention. 

In  a  statement  issued  Dec.  15,  FMB  •  Crisman  will  assume  duties  Jan.  las 
President  R.  Keith  Parks  thanked  a  successor  to  Thomas  J.  Brannon, 
Southern  Baptists  for  their  support  in  who  became  director  of  public  rela- 
urging  Congress  to  pass  the  tax  exclu-  tkxii  for  the  Baptist  General  Conven- 
sion  language.  “Our  victory  de-  tion  of  Texas 


state  conventions,  associations  knd 
churches. 

The  discounts  made  possible  by  vol¬ 
ume  purchasing  are  available  regard¬ 
less  of  whether  a  particular  agency  or 
state  convention  participates  in  the 
video  network  system. 

Prices  for  a  commercial  Winch 
video  playback  unit  and  an  accom¬ 
panying  color  television  monitor  start 
at  approximately  $1,509.  Additional 
discounts  will  be  given  for  larger 
quantities.  Pooling  of  orders  at  set 
deadlines  during  the  year  could  result 
in  additional  savings. 

Although  higher  priced  W-inch  units 
will  be  available  through  the  Sunday 
School  Board,  the  video  network  is  en¬ 
couraging  churches  to  stay  with 
W-inch  commercial  VHS  playback  or 
recording  units  with  two-hour  prog¬ 
ram  formate. 

The  goal  of  the  video  network  is  to 
produce  the  majority  of  tapes  in  the 
tt-inch  format  although  %-incfc  tapes 
could  be  made  available. 


Remembering  Thirty 
Jerusalem  Christmases 


(Continued  from  page  1) 
carols  as  we  stood  cuppingour  ears  to 
hear  the  church  bells  clanging  in 
Bethlehem  so  far  away. 

After  the  Six  Day  War  in  1997, 
Jerusalem  was  reunified  and  remains 
one  city  today.  All  Christians  have 
been  able  to  freely  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas  to  Bethlehem’s  Manger  Square 
and  thousands  do,  including  the  many 
choirs  which  flock  to  Israel  every 


Christmas  to  fill  the  square  with  the 
sound  of  carols. 

As  the  years  went  by,  thq  Lindsey 
family  welcomed  two  more  little  boys 
and  a  final,  sturdy  little  girl.  Somehow 
we  always  had  our  best  times  when  the 

Hjy  Bnrf  pn  vWting 

grandparent  from  overseas  sat  in  the 
parlor  near  the  lighted  Christmas  tree 
and  we  exchanged  gifts. 

One  by  one  the  children  came  of  age 
and  flew  away  to  the  United  States  for 
college.  Some  married  there  and 
others  came  back  to  Jerusalem  to 
marry  or  set  up  housekeeping.  Just 
now  our  oldest  and  second  boys  are 
here,  are  married  and  have  several 
children  between  them.  The  “baby" 
girl,  Debbie,  Uvea  with  us  in 
Jerusalem  and  draws  pretty  pictures 
an  olive  wood.  She  Is  twenty-four. 

The  church  Is  more  bustling  now 
than  it  was  in  194$,  so  there  Is  a  lot  of 
work  involved  in  preparing  for 
Christmas  Last  year,  a  night  ortaro 


Robert  L.  Lindsey,  *J,  has  spent 
forty  of  hu  years  in  Jerusalem  at 
a  Baptist  pastor  and  a  scholar  af 
the  New  Testament.  His  ecumen- 
ical  activities  over  that  time  have 
made  him  a  beloved  figure  to 
Jewish,  Moslem  and  Christian 
citizens  of  the  Holy  City. 

Walking  with  a  limp  from  an 
accident  in  which  he  lost  a  leg  re¬ 
scuing  a  boy  from  a  minefield  in 
the  no-frtan's-iand  that  divided 
Jerusalem  before  1*7,  and  speak 
mg  with  the  soft  traces  of  an  Ok- 

to  three  religions... 

Ever  since  he  received  his 
Ph  D.  in  theology  and  philosophy 
from  the  Southern  Baptist 
Theological  Seminary  in  Louis¬ 
ville,  Kentucky,  in  1954,  the  Bap¬ 
tist  pastor  has  devoted  his 
academic  attention  to  revision  if 
the  Gospel  of  Mark  in  the  Hebrew 
language  and  to  reassessing  the 
interpretation  qf  the  entire  Gcepel 
story  At  the  same  time  he  hat 
nurtured  a  congregation  of 
Jerusalem  Christians,  most  qf 
whom  are  Baptists.  They  worship 
under  Ms  guidance  on  Narkls 
Street  in  new  Jerusalem,  Joined 
by  a  considerable  number  af 


people.  Afterwards,  they  wandered 
joyfully  through  the  streets  of  West 
Jerusalem  and  into  the  Old  City  for 


services  in  the  traditional  churches, 
some  not  till  midnight.  Many  non- 
Christian  Israelis  joined  them,  for  Is¬ 
raelis  love  music 

About  a  thousand  European  and 
American  Christians  live  in 
Jerusalem  nowadays  and  there  are 
nearly  seven  thousand  Arab  Christ- 
**ns  For  Christmas  1990,  several 
thousand  visiting  Christian  tourists 
will  swell  the  number  of  Christians  at 
celebrations.  It  should  be  ezdting. 

But  I  expect  the  happiest  moments 
for  the  Lindsey  family  will  be  around 
the  Christmas  tree  in  our  apartment  tn 
Jerusalem  as  three  of  pur  children  and 
their  families  celebrate  with  us 


gggg*  Statistics 
Show 


President  Takes  Lead 


Missions  Directors'  Officers 


'Continued  from  pege!)  at  age  19,  to  Brady,  Tex 

“Pf*  ®e  others.  “Our  First  Church,  Hattiesburg  where 

commitment  to  tbs  rauee  af  Qrtta  is  Wester  has  bean  pastor  since  19(7.  has 

Wester  ri.4  *  teaching  program,  and 

Brooks  Wester  was  born  In  Elgin,  a  strong  outreach  so  that  the  centre 
Texas  (ooe  of  a  tendly  of  seven  cMl-  gallon  is  growing.  Many  young 

*1B)-  wm  Emilies  are  Joining  the  membership, 

list  pastor.  My  parent!  never  tried  to  thrv  hav#  rhildmn  m  mnn  annim  u 
tafluence  me  toward  the  ministry,”  he  needed  In 

Citato  ,H£T?*r  ^  pwpjvnd  to  add  office  spece 

ana  tamer  dedicated  him  to  God  when  Other  pastorates  of  his  were  First 

nhU?ih-  BruMWick  <*•:  rirat. 
He  wanted  to  use  him  Yet  they  did  not  Brookhaven.  Miss  and  Park  Plarr 
teUthetr  son  «f  this  until  after he  had  Houston,  Tex.  In  lfta  Bruiwwtck,  Os 
wrrendered  to  the  gospel  ministry  at  voted  Wester  its  Outstandiiw  Cither 
age  U  He  was  converted  and  baptized  Texas  Baptists  In  1994  elected  him 

Norman  Price  ^^»*«.utiiizedgehi.tai««.as. 

He  married  Margaret  Bentley  of 
Fkioa  Af  fyQ  Dallas,  whom  be  met  while  both  were 


Evangelism  /Bible  Conference 
Will  Dig  into  Baptist  Doctrines 


Wanna  Buy  A  Dog ?  —  He  Bites! 

In  Interfaith  Meet  On  Coast 

w  Byjnni  WcWb  affected  by  the  end  result  of  alcohol.” 

3,0,1  kaepa<,0*tt**,bitevery  In  hi*  workshop,  he  advocated 
13th  houaeguestT  That  wasthe  way  one  churches  allowing  such  groups  as  Al- 
participant  related  the  likelihood  of  a  coholics  Anonymous  to  use  their 
social  drinker  becoming  an  alcoholic  facilities.  One  woman,  a  ui««— inoi 
during  a  tri-state  conference  on  the  Baptist,  said  her  church  won’t  allow 
impact  of  alcohol  and  other  drugs  on  AA  to  use  the  hmTHtoff  because  “thev 
contemporary  life.  might  smoke." 

The  conference  last  week  at  Lilly  enumerated  several  of  the 
Gulfshore  was  organized  by  Owen  “great  myths”  of  alcoholism  A  person 
Cooper, of  YazooCity,  who  engineered  will  say  "the  problem  is  out  yonder  on 
a  national  conference  on  the  same  skid  row.”  Lilly  said  only  three  pre- 
topic  last  year  at  Indianapolis.  cent  of  alcoholics  are  on  skid  row.  The 

The  Gulfshore  meeting  attracted  rest  are  function^  at  various  levels 
about  M  people  from  several  denomi-  of  society.  The  other  myth  according 

a  to  Lilly,  is  “there’s  not  problem  with 

alcohol  in  my  congregation." 

On  a  nationwide  basis,  of  the  100-125 
million  drinkers,  916-14  million  are  al¬ 
coholics.  In  1977  American  industry 
suffered  $19.04  trillion  in  lost  produc¬ 
tion.  There  were  more  than  29,000  auto 
deaths  in  1979  directly  attributable  to 
(booking  drivers  and  900,000  auto  acci¬ 
dents  in  all,  which  raises  everyone’s  Allen  said  Christians  have  to  hold  in 
insurance  rates.  Charles  Holmes,  staf-  check  this  “juggernaut”  while  trying 

fer  at  the  New  Orleans  mission,  who  to  uplift  its  victims.  “We  need  a 
cited  these  statistics,  said  the  Amen-  maximum  amount  of  legal  »nd  social 
can  Medical  Association  reported  that  restraint  on  the  traffic  and  have  to  be 
50  percent  of  all  fracture  cases  treated  concerned  enough  to  act" 
in  emergency  rooms  involve  drinking.  He  added,  “If  we  wait  until  we  can 

And  on  the  problem  of  feeding  a  hun-  have  a  dramatic  effect  we  may  never 
gry  world,  where  more  than  10  million  get  started.  Everything  starts  with  a 
people  will  starve  to  death  this  year,  32  su«le  step.” 

Owen  Cooper  and  Harold  Hughe*  talk  H 
about  alcohol  problems. 

nations  in  Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and 
Alabama,  and  included  advocates  of 
total  abstention  and  of  drinking  in 
moderation 

Jimmy  Allen,  president  of  the 
Southern  Baptist  Radio  and  Television 
Commission  in  Ft.  Worth,  Tex.,  a 
keynote  speaker,  said  the  church  must 
provide  a  substitute  for  what  alcohol 
does  for  the  drinker.  He  said  alcohol 
offers  instant  fellowship,  and  cir¬ 
cumstances  that  allow  one  to  bear 
one’s  soul  and  express  hilarity.  “All  of 
these  things  are  what  are  supposed  to 
be  the  experience  to  be  found  in  the 
local  Baptist  church." 

Doyle  Smith,  a  Jackson  anes¬ 
thesiologist.  told  the  group  that  as  a 
preceptor,  he  had  treated  the  Baptist 
preachers  for  alcoholism.  One,  he 
said,  traveled  extensively,  sleeping  in 
a  new  town  most  nights  and  had  trou¬ 
ble  sleeping.  A  deacon  in  a  church  be 

visited,  gave  him  some  valium  which  million  pounds  of  grain  a  day  are  used 
“worked  wonders."  He  grew  into  a  in  America  to  make  beer.  Only  one 
“slow  insidious  dependency”  on  the  pound  of  that  same  grain  would  feed 
dru|.  .‘-"-  "  '  ’“"T  ir . one  person  far  a  day. 


125  Attend  Preaching  Meet 


Alcoholism  Decried 


Those  pictured  were  among  4h*  Isadora  of  a 
Preaching  Conference  at  Emmanuel  Baptist 
Church,  Grenada.  Dec  M  Earl  Ka*y.  execu¬ 
tive  secretary  for  the  Miaaisaippi  Baptist  Con¬ 
vention  Board,  referred  to  the  language  prob¬ 
lem*  involved  In  preaching.  We  redoing  to 
have  to  change  tha  language  of  the  latin  o» 
'Madiaon  Avenue  to  the  vernacular  of  the 
world,"  said  Kelly.  "Many  ol  us  (who  preach) 
speak  a  language  from  the  pulpit  tha  people 
do  not  speak."  He  added  that  tha  purpose  of 
preaching  is  to  bring  "together  a  needy  world 

and  a  God  who  care*  about  their  naads."  Bob 

Hamblin,  professor  at  New  Ortean*  Seminary, 
arid  former  pastor  of  Harrisburg  Baptist 
Church,  Tupalo.  offered  sermon  ideas  on 
Philippian*,  the  Book  for  the  January  1961 
Bible  Study.  Ha  told  the  125  regiatered  par- 
beipante,  "there  ia  an  incarnation  in  preach¬ 
ing  The  Word  of  God  takes  on  fleeh  and 
makes  an  application  to  humanity."  Ha  said  a 
key  to  preaching  ie  to  "get  with  God  and  find- 
out  how  God  wants  to  apply  that  Word  to  the 
lives  of  the  people."  V.  L.  Stanfield,  also  a 
professor  at  New  Orleans,  suggested 
methods  of  sermon  development.  On  the 
three  point  sermon,  he  noted  that  as  far  aa  ha 
knew  there  ia  no  relationship  between  it  and 
the  Trinity.  Fred  Wood,  alto  on  the  program, 
pastor  Of  Eudora  Baptist  Church,  Memphis, 
spoke  on  preaching  from  the  Bible  end  said 
that  he  was  not  bothered  by  the  term  "histori¬ 
cal  critical"  method  of  biblical  analysis.  It  is 
Simply  an  "analysis  against  history,"  said 
Wood.  Commenting  on  the  variety  of  ideas 
discussed  in  seminary,  Wood  said,  that  semi¬ 
nary  is  a  graduate  school  and  a  student 
should  be  "mature  enough  to  be  exposed  to 
ideas  across  the  board,  or  else  be  shouldn't 
go  to  seminary. 


including  five  or  six  close  family 
members.  Those  statistics  make  it 
bard  to  claim  that  any  Baptist  church 
is  unaffected  by  alcoholism. 

However,  Harold  Hughes,  farmer  U. 
S.  Senator,  and  a  recovered  alcoholic, 
claimed  that  "most  alcoholics  look  at 
the  church  as  the  enemy,  not  as  a 
friend  and  a  place  to  get  help.”  He 
added  that  “U  alcohol  is  a  disease,  why 
are  we  not  training  doctors, 
preacher;,  and  nurses  to  deal  with  it?  ’’ 
Hughes  was  instrumental  in  getting 
the  Hughes  Act  passed  which  created  a 
national  commission  on  addiction. 

Jimmy  Allen  took  issue  with 
Hughes’  premise  that  the  church  is  not 
helping.  His  former  pastorate  in 
Texas,  Rjfst  Baptist  Church  in  San  An¬ 
tonio,  has  a  ministry  to  alcoholics 
which  offers  food  and  spiritual  gui- 

Hans'*  /  ‘  ‘Tha  nhn rr hoc  Ha  /» oro  ” 


FIBERGLASS 

■APTtSTRKS  /  STC*US 

LAUCt S£L£CTK*  FACTORY OtfCCT 


CHURCH  FURNISHINGS 
Best  prices  on  pew  cushions 
Chancel  •  Pews  •  Classroom 
HERLYN  SUPPLY  COMPANY 
P.O.Box  537,  Brandon,  MS  39013 
Call  Collect  (01-625-1966 


“The  churches  do  care," 
Allen,  “butdon’t  know  what  to 


Color  Church 
Directories 

at  no  cost 
by  Oian  Mills. 


Tom  Larrimore,  Jackson 
music  evangelist,  lad  the  music.  Leon  Emory, 
-  who  directs  the  Church  Administration- 
Pastoral  Ministries  department  which  apon- 
,  sou  this  meeting,  now  in  Its  second  year,  said 
that  tha  high  attendance  "says  to  us,  they  do 
want  to  improve  their  preaching." 


★Service  ★< 
★Delivery 

£JK9 


Scraps  Made  Useful  By  Woman 
Who  Sews,  Has  Love  In  Heart 


Thanksgiving  meant  a  new  shirt  for  to  accept  the  shirts  to  make  a  talk  and 
70  boys  at  the  Baptist  Children’s  to  thank  Mrs.Broadhead  personally 
Village  in  Jackson.  for  her  interest  and  homework. 

The  shirts  were  a  gift  from  Mrs.  Mrs.  Broadhead,  who  is  73,  makes 
Effie  Broadhead  of  the  Sunrise  com-  her  home  with  her  son-in-law  and 
munity  who  made  all  of  them  herself  daughter,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lloyd  Brown, 
from  scraps  and  rejects  thrown  out  for  and  helps  take  care  of  two  boys,  works 
waste  at  a  local  shirt  factory.  in  the  garden,  sews  for  the  boys,  and 

Mrs.  Broadhead  gathered  up  the  makes  lap  robes  for  people  in  nursing 
material  which  was  in  various  lengths  homes. 

and  sometimes  partly  made  shirts  that  Sunrise  Church  was  organized  by 

had  been  rejected  for  different  her  father  in  1936. 


Ann  Alton  of  Columbus  talks  to  Jimmy  Allan  of  Fort  Worth. 


HEADQUARTERS 


School  A  Church  Furniture 

*  Complete  tuck  ef  chair*,  tablet,  desks  and 
furnishing*  far  Claaaraam.  Library,  Sunday 
School.  Auditorium  Cafeteria  and  every 
School  and  Church  nae. 


WESLEYAN  MANOR  RETIREMENT  VILLAGE 

One  and  two  bedroom  unfurnished  apartments.  Independent 
living  for  retired  people  60  and  over. 

Convenience  Services 

1.  Bus  Service  S.  Linen  Service 

2.  Daily  Cafeteria  Lunches  6.  Weekly  Maid  Service 

3.  Health  Club  7.  Cablevision 

4.  Planned  Activities  8.  Yard  It  Maintenance  Service 

1600  Broad  Avenue — Gulfport,  MS  39501 
Call:  Robert  Herring  601-864-6544 


Two  Series  Of  Interest 
Will  Begin  In  January 


Pianos 

Steinway  ....  Kawai 
Everett ....  Worthier 
Organ* 

Allen . Hammond 

Gulbransen  . .  .  Wurlitzer 

•Co~eteto  Mask  Department 


At  a  Thanksgiving  Sarvica  at  Sunrise  Baptist  Church  In  Carthage.  Mrs.  Effto 
Broadhead  presented  a  box  of  70  shirts  ah*  mads  from  discarded  malarial  by  a  local 
shirt  factory  to  Henry  Glaza  of  the  Baptist  Children's  VI  Hag*  They  wore  different  sizes 
and  colors,  short  sleeve,  and  long  stoavd  for  the  boys  at  the  horn*  Photo  by  Davis 
Beckham.  (Picture  aid  story  from  The  Carthaginian) 

Young  Ministers’  Wives 
Are  Invited  To  Retreat 

The  tenth  annual  Young  Ministers  '*•«“"«  fr?m  P*r*»“l 
Wives  Retreat  will  begintith  supper  “how'to  *  ta  *ev*ral  ott**r 

at  5:30  Friday,  January  33,  and  con-  „  ...  .  .  , 

dude  in  the  early  afternoon  Saturday.  TTi^att^inK  wiM  need  lo  bring 

January  >4.  at  Camp  Garaywa  near  *  Pill<m  CM*’  tow*‘ 

Clinton  washcloth 


ROSEBERRY  PIANO  HOUSE 

124  E.  FRONT  ST.  DOWNTOWN  HATTIE8BUM 


ittt 


in  the  activities  will  be  a 
a  energy  conservation, 
finding  time  for  and  be 
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Situation 


i  iwom  to  up- 


pj mm 

I  .  Vj  ■  ^1 

Joeyjs  Dad  can’t  give  him 


the  one 


Victory  Church  new  BasMield  in 

Jeff  Davis  County  held  •  dedication 
service  on  Nov.  30,  following  a  remod¬ 
eling  program  which  included  brick¬ 
ing,  adding  of  Sunday  School  rooms, 
building  of  baptistry,  central  air  in¬ 
stallation,  and  placement  of  stained 
glass  windows.  The  church  was  dedi¬ 
cated  following  the  morning  service 
and  a  message  by  pastor  Joe  Lofton. 
Dinner  was  served  on  the  grounds.  The 
afternoon  service  included  special 
singing  and  messages  by  farmer  pas¬ 
tors. 


Bill  and  N#ll  Rittenhouse  of  Tupelowere 
among  the  guests  of  President  Jimmy  Car¬ 
ter  at  the  White  House  for  a  reception 
commemorating  National  Bible  Week  re¬ 
cently  They  were  among  guests  who  have 
been  involved  In  the  distribution  of  Bibles. 
Rittenhouse,  pastor  of  Tupelo's  First  Bap¬ 
tist  Church,  is  on  the  board  ot  High  Flight, 
a  worldwide  norvdenominational  evangel¬ 
ical  organization  that  has  placed  marked 
New  Testaments  in  Arab  countries.  "The 
Highest  Flight,"  edition  is  carried  on 
flights  ot  Royal  Jordanian  Airlines  on  a 


Elim  Church,  Rt.  3,  Quitman,  on 
Nov.  2  licensed  Ronnie  Cooper  to 
preach  the  goepel.  Cooper,  the  son  of 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Robert  Cooper,  of  Quit- 
man  is  available  for  supply  preaching. 
He  is  married  to  the  former  Rena 
Harts  from  Rocky  Point,  N.C.  David 
Manasco,  pastor  at  Elim,  presented 
the  license  and  a  love  offering  from  the 
church.  Ac  teens  and  GAs  presented  a 
love  gift  to  Mrs.  Cooper. 


was  given  to  her,  as  well  aa  a  painting  by  Joni  Earockson.  Telegrams,  maiigrams.  and 
letters  from  former  pastors  and  other  musicians  who  had  previously  served  with  her 
were  presented.  A  cake  had  been  decorated  with  several  verses  from  Psalms.  Pic¬ 
tured  are  Mrs.  Waltman.  John  Odom,  minister  of  music,  left,  and  H.  A.  Wilks.  Jr., 
pastor,  right. 

She  came  to  the  Wade  community  20  years  ago  aa  an  elementary  school  teacher, 
and  at  Wade  Church  volunteered  to  be  pianist.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
William  Leon  Preatridge  of  Magnolia.  During  student  days  at  William  Carey,  she  was 
summer  missionary  on  the  West  Coast. 

A  lew  years  ago.  when  she  had  serious  eye  problems  and  recovery  was  alow,  the 
people  in  the  church  prayed  for  her;' the  Lord  answered  their  prayers  and  she 
continued  to  play  the  piano., Mrs.  Waltman  and  her  husband.  Waiter  Lae.  have  a  son 


W.  B.  Abel,  left,  has  been  named 
“Man  of  the  Year”  by  the  Louisville- 
Winstpn  County  Chamber  of  Com¬ 
merce.  During  a  Nov.  20  banquet, 
David  McCool,  right,  presented  him 
with  the  award.  The  85-year-old  pastor 
has  been  a  preacher  since  1915,  or  <5 
years.  During  these  years  he  has  bap¬ 
tized  at  least  1,000  people.  Retired,  he 
has  been  “interim”  pastor  of  Union 
Ridge  Chilian  tor  ten  years.  Previ¬ 
ously  he  was  pastor  at  Noxapater  for 
11  years;  First,  Collins,  12 years;  Pop¬ 
lar  Springs  Drive,  Meridian,  19  years ; 
and  Rolling  Fork  four  years.  His 
graduation  from  New  Orleans  Semi¬ 
nary  was  in  1924.  He  studied  at  Clarke 
College  and  Mississippi  College.  He 
and  Mrs.  Abel,  the  former  Carrie 
Spencer  of  Glenn  Allen,  have  one 
daughter  ( who  lives  hi  Houston,  Tex. ) 
and  two  grandchildren. 

Emmanuel,  Greenville,  ordained' 
Robert  Caaoy  to  the  gospel  ministry, 
Nov.  9.  He  will  be  attending  Southern 
Seminary,  Louisville,  Ky .,  in  January 


Border  Springs  Church,  Caledonia,  Lowndes  County  celebrated  homecoming 
Nov.  23.  Brooks  Lindsey,  in  photo  at  left  with  his  family  (a  former  pastor  at 
Border  Springs  I,  delivered  the  morning  message.  Buddy  and  Carol  Smith,  in 
photo  at  right  with  W.  E.  Prout,  gave  a  concert  in  the  afternoon.  The  Smiths  are 
from  Central  Methodist  Church,  Columbus.  Prout,  professor  at  Mississippi  Uni¬ 
versity  for  Women,  delivered  the  afternoon  message.  Michael  Carroll  is  the 
pastor. 


Larry  Haggard,  right,  was  licensed 
to  the  gospel  ministry  on  Nov.  2  by 
West  Side  Church,  Macon,  Noxubee 
County.  Mike  Duff,  left,  pastor,  pre¬ 
sented  the  license.  Haggard,  who 
plans  to  enroll  at  Clarke  College  next 
year,  is  the  son  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Hag¬ 
gard  and  the  late  J.  W.  Haggard  of  Ma¬ 
con.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Sue 
Ann  Feathers  ton  of  Brooksville.  They 
have  a  son,  Richard,  7. 


James  Lester  Reeves  and  Mabel 
Elaine  Wlgley  Reeves  will  celebrate  50 
years  of  marriage  during  festivities 
Dec.  28  at  Paul  Truitt  Memorial 
Church,  Pearl,  where  he  was  pastor  24 
years  and  is  now  pastor  emeritus. 
(They  were  married  at  First  Baptist 
Church,  Kosciusko,  on  Dec.  23, 1930.) 

Their  son,  Elvin,  Director  of  Train¬ 
ing  for  the  Mobile  Homes  Industries, 
Tallahasse,  Fla.,  will  deliver  the 
morning  message  at  Paul  Truitt  on 
Dec.  28.  Their  son-in  law,  Barry  Land¬ 
rum,  husband  of  their  daughter  Char¬ 
lotte  and  pastor  of  First  (Smirch,  Bos¬ 
sier  City,  La.,willpreachat7p.m.  He 
is  a  former  minister  of  music  and 
youth  at  the  church.  Also  the  Reeves’ 
other  daughter,  Bebe,  director  of  nurs¬ 
ing  at  Woman’s  Hospital,  Flowood, 
and  her  husband,  W.  R.  Richardson  • 
will  be  present.  A  reception  for  the 
Reeves  will  be  held  in  the  Fellowship 
Center  of  Reeves  Annex  at  the  Paul 
Truitt  Church  from  2:30  until  4  :S0  p.m. 

The  public  is  invited.  Special  music  1 
will  be  provided  by  Jeff  Hardy  and  r 
Connie  Sims. 

The  Reeves  are  from  Possum  Neck 
community.  After  they  went  to  college 
at  Clarke  and  Millsaps,  they  returned 
to  Possum  Neck  where  he  was  princi¬ 
pal  aid  teacher  at  Possum  Neck  High 
School.  Also  he  attended  New  Orleans 
Seminary.  He  was  ordained  in  1942  by 
the  Gautier  Church,  which  he  or¬ 
ganized  and  served  as  pastor.  Later  he 
was  pastor  at  Richland  before  going  to 
Paul  Truitt.  He  retired  in  July.  1978 
The  Reeves  live  at  Robin  Hood  Lake 
Estates,  Brandon. 


S17  East  Capitol  9*mi 
Jackson,  Mississippi  39201 
(SOI)  353-3517 


A  15-passenger  Dodge  van  has  been  given  to  Fairhavsn  Baptist  Church.  Olive 
Branch,  by  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jos  Nichols,  church  members.  They  ere  pictured  with  Oi Herd 
K.  Lyklns.  pastor,  snd  Tracy  Jaggers.  music  and  youth  director 


HEBRON  CHURCH,  3MITHOALE,  has  awarded  Sunday  School  perfect  attendance 
pine  to  five  persona:  front  row.  MITCH  MOORE,  two  years,  and  RICHARD  REID,  one 
year;  second  row;  C.  H.  DICKERSON.  Sunday  School  director,  JUNIOR  WELLS.  10 
years;  DOSHA  PARKER,  one  year  and  DENME  PARKER,  oktest  member  of  the 
church,  one  year. 


DREW  CHURCH  ot  Drew  has  ordained  five  new  SeaoonS  Pictured  wtth  WILBUR  B. 
WEBB,  pastor,  are;  (l-r)  WARREN  QRIFFIN.  WADE  FLEMING.  A  C.  TIOMORE.  JR  C. 
L  TURNER  and  STEVE  SHURDEN. 


He’d  give  him  one  of  his  kidneys,  if  he  could.  Brkh 
of  Joey's  nave  tailed  Unfortunately,  willing  relatives 
don't  always  have  kidneys  that  will  match 

So  Joey  waits.  •  u  st. , 

A  kidney  machine  can  buy  precious  time.  But  the 
longer  kids  like  Joey  have  to  wait  for  real  kidneys,  the 

more  their  growth  and  devdopment  are  stunt  el  MMHHI 

And  living  with  a  kidney  machine -hours  and  knurs,  foundation.  And  for  a  free 
several  daysaweek-is  living  only  half  a  life.  It’semo  anatomical  gifts  < i  life  (me 
tionally  and  socially  cnpplinft  It's  very  expensive.  I  agiuaed  uniform  donor  car 
There  are  thousands  of  children  and  aaults  whone  K  Dept.  K 


only  chance  for  a  full,  normal  life  is  a  donated  kidney. 
Their  odds  for  a  suitable  match  improve  every  time 
someone  signs  and  carries  a  doner  card. 

To  be  an  organ  donor  is  a  decision  you  should 


LET  US  RECORD  YOUR 
CHURCH  EVENTS  ON  VHS  RE 
CORDER  CAMERA.  Great  far 


ESSES 

»  . 

A  New  Christmas  Tradition 

_  _  --.MU.  ■»!•  '.  y 


Christmas,  the  fifth  season  of  the  attraction  in  many  homes, 
year,  refreshes  the  soul  and  heightens  n»»ii»iwaiK^«a.IP1Hf>1a|  Mwieithf- 
the  aenaea.  Thia  holiday  onuses  tic^ahie of  symbols.  our  family  set  out 
meroone*  to  flood  in  dottier  years  and  to  create  a  tree  usiaa  only  the  symbols 
fy  away  friends,  Oristroas  Is  above  olChrletandof  MteOiriatian  f SfcWe 
all  a  time  of  edehrattoo,  ^nd  ay  fam-  wanted  thia  hee  to  remind  ua  of  thia 
tly  lovea  to  celebrate.  During  this  an-  greatest  of  God  s  gifta  to  mankind 
nual  festival  our  family  rejoices  in  We  ordered  a  aeries  of  four  hooka 
•W*  **  ^  We  55**  from  the  Ascension  Lutheran  Church 

in  Danville,  Va.  where  the  Chriamon 
tree  originated  In  1957  Frances  Kipps 
Spencer,  the  designer  of  that  first  tree, 
says  that  the  term  Chris  moo  is  a  com¬ 
bination  of  the  words  Christ  and 
monogram.  Thus,  a  Chriamon  is  a 
monogram  of  Christ.  All  Chrtamoos 
are  combinations  of  white  and  gold. 
White  refers  to  purity  and  perfection 
i  majesty  and  glory. 
Mrs  Spencer’s  creams  were  de¬ 
signed  originally  to  be  used  on  a  large 
tree  in  a  church  setting.  She  had  had 
many  years  of  experience  as  a  semi- 
professional  in  making  decorations. 
Our  family  had  a  short  six  weeks  until 
Christmas,  little  experience,  and  two 
young  sons  as  helpers.  We  opted  to 
simplify  our  Chrismons  by  using  less 


te  inches 
through 
andcros- 


And  if  seems 

Most  people  have  forgotten 

What  Chrittmat  meant.  '.Vji  ,  _ ^ 

So  help  us  to  remember  y  in  reviving  customs  hundreds  of  years 
On  thu  Chrittmat  Day  old  and  in  creating  our  own  cere- 

That  Chrittmat  u  really  monies  that  may  one  day  become  a 

Jesus’  birthday.  tradition  in  our  borne. 

—Jimmy  Martin,  Pastor  We  enjoy  inviting  our  neighborhood 

Green’ t  Creek,  Petal  children  over  to  make  gingerbread 
houses.  When  the  sticky,  sweet  confec¬ 
tions  are  finished  we  proceed  to  carol 

up  and  down  our  street  Our  musical  _ _ _ _ 

repertoire  is  extremely  limited,  since  and  sold* refers  to 
Light  the  candles,  hang  the  holly  wreath,  2  and  3  year  olds  do  not  have  many  •  - 

Decorate  the  fir  tree,  lay  your  gifts  beneath.  Christmases  past  On  which  to  draw.  . 

Bake  fruit  caket,  ice  cooldet,  tpicy  and  tweet  The  music  of  Christmas  is  a  treasure 

Garland  doorway t,  add  red  ribbon  bowt.  box  we  open  only  once  a  year  The  bril- 

Gather  yupon  berriet—cut  a  late  rone.  liance  of  the  sounds  washes  our  spirits 

See  the  wonder  in  a  child’t  face,  with  a  feeling  that  is  both  vibrant  and 

Bright  at  tmtel,  shimmering  like  lace.  gentle.  The  songs  of  Christmas  en- 

Stnc  the  carols  in  the  winter  cold  night  large  our  appreciation  tar  the  season 

While  start  tporkle  the  iky  with  softest  light.  and  our  vocabulary.  At  what  other 

time  do  we  uae  terms  like  “magi”  and 
Ring  the  church  bells,  hear  their  musical  sound.  “wassail”? 

Celebrate  with  joy  in  every  town.  Christmas  extends  more  than  our 

Just  remember  Chrittmat  it  more  than  a  season,  vocabulary.  It  urges  us  to  open  every 
Long  ago  the  angel  proclaimed  the  reason—  pore  of  our  beings  and  absorb  a  myriad 

Let  us  praise  with  tong  our  Saviour’s  birth,  of  sights,  sounds,  and  feelings.  The 

For  He  uxu  tent  by  God  to  save  all  earth.  feelings  are  the  most  stimulating  and 

intoxicating.  People  drop  their  facade 
of  complacency  and  allow  more  elite 
human  qualities  to  emerge. 

From  the  first  day  of  advent  we  are 

preparing  ourselves  for  the  rehirth  of  Perhaps  at  no  other  time  during  the  year  do  we  have  as  many  different 
the  spirit  of  Christmas.  We  uae  visible  expressions  of  emotions  add  feelings  as  we  do  at  Christmas.  We  have  the  expres- 
objects  to  remind  us  of  invisible  feel-  sion  of  genarsally  seen  in  many  ways.  Since  it  is  the  celebration  of  the  Mr*  of 

tags.  Since  the  early  days  of  civilixa-  Carist,  we  have  every  conceivable  reaction  to  Christ  It  is  a 

tion,  pictures,  symbols,  and  objects  time  of  festivity.  Merchants  enjoy  a  good  profit  from  business 

have  been  used  to  communicate  mean-  V  .*  Stores  experience  rushing  thrones  of  people  Worshippers  go 


God's  Double  Blessings 


More  Than  a  Season 


The  Mtte  bird*  team  to  say,  ’We’io  your  friends! 
WoVe  corns  to  stag  a  song  for  you.  ‘Chick  a  das  das! 


Devotional  ■"■  ■■■ 

_ 

oens  At  Christmas? 


Baptists  In  Poland 
Continue  To  Build 


Merry  Christmas! 

Lei  joy  cf  hearts  arise 
In  jubilation 

And  proto*  rias  to  flto  tktet 


commemoration  of  Christ’s  It  is  amazing  the  various  reactions  and  happenings  that  take 

On  November  16,  the  church  at  birth  used  symbols  even  before  Con-  M^^^^Hplace  at  Christmas  It  has  always  been  this  way.  At  the  first 
Bielsk-Podlaski  entered  their  new  stanttae  I,  Emperor  of  Rome,  in  336  >  Christmas  we  find  the  same  range  of  emotions  thesamejoys 

150-seat  worship  centre  This  congre-  decreed  the  fete  to  be  on  December  25.  A  hardships  and  conflicts  Observe  the  reactions  of  Herod  and 

gation.  lumbering  about  W  members.  With  each  anniversary  our  family  Wise  Men  and  see  in  their  attitude  toward  Christmas  some 

was  begun  sixty  years  ago  seeks  to  add  something  significantly  the  things  that  do  happen  to  people  during  this  season  of  the 

The  local  congregation,  the  Baptist  symbolic  to  our  Christmas  collection  Barnet  year  (Matthew  2:M). 

Union  of  Poland,  American  Baptist  The  first  nativity  scene  wa*  uaed  in  L  We  may  miss  toe  of  Christmas  (Matthew  2:2-2).  Herod  and  the  people 
Churches,  and  the  Slavic  Baptist  12M  in  Grecdo,  Italy  when  St  Francis  of  Fmisalsm  missnd  the  spirit  at  fTiristmss  >■»«»«»—  n»e  wrTr 

Union  of  the  U.S.A.  and  Canada,  pro-  of  Assisi  constructed  a  manger  and  trsaklrf  Many  are  troubled  today  because,  like  Herod,  they  are  not  following 
vided  gifta  tar  the  building  project  tied  it  to  an  ox  and  an  ass  and  assem-  Christ 

At  Gdansk,  Elbiag,  Qielm,  Ketrym,  Med  the  townspeople  to  pray.  Our  own  IL  We  may  miss  Ihe  petnt  of  Christmas.  Herod  missed  the  point.  Instead  of 
and  Katowice,  other  church  buildings  creche,  a  16-piece  ceramic  set  was  rejoicing  because  the  M relish  had  «ome,  he  was  suspicious.  He  ordered  the 

are  isid»  construction  or  approved  laboriously  painted  by  my  husband,  slaughter  of  little  babies  M>d  caused  grief  to  (he  people.  Many  today  will  have 

our  son  Oliver,  then  S,  and  me.  Its  heavy  hearts  because  somebody  missed  the  point 

placement  each  year  enables  our  chil-  m.  We  may  tad  the  Joy  to  giving.  This  was  true  of  the  wise  men.  the  first 
Pinecrest  Cantata  dren  an  opportunity  to  "see"  the  story  Christian  givers.  In  the  way  these  first  Christian  givers  brought  their  gifto  is  a 

of  that  first  Christmas.  We  even  dele-  lesson  for  all  of  us  today.  Notice  that  these  wise  men  prepared  their  offering: 
Ptaecrest  Church,  near  Florence,  gate  the  wise  men  and  their  camels  to  protected  their  offering:  presented  ttieir  offering  toChrist:  provided  for  the  need 
will  preaMit  a  cantata,  “Christmas,  the  far  corner  of  the  display  to  denote  of  the  Christ  child  with  their  offerii* 

the  Birth  of  a  Ktog."  on  Dec.  11  at  7  their  long  travel  in  order  to  honor  the  IV.  We  m«yfkd  Christ  this  Christinas.  The  Wise  Men  did.  We  do  not  know  how 

Mrs.  Ee  SSK.Tr^X^^  ■the  Christmas  tree  came  toiiis  train 

low-  the  Black  Forest  Tribes  of  Germany,  and  fallow  Hint 
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